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HOPE ON
THE SLOPES
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-'. First Liewtenant Melissa

/| Stockwell, who lost her

. leg vova roadside bomb

i Irag, first heard abour Vail Vererans
Weekend rwo vears ago, she could
barely muster an eve roll, *1 couldn't
walk or even wheel myself down the
hall,” she savs. “Skiing? Yeah, righe.”
But six months later, she found herself
gripping outriggers (crutches on
spring-loaded mini skis) and whizzing

downhill on one sk, Kickimg off its
fourth season i March, the three ll.lll'
program flies wounded soldiers and
their familics to Colorado for ski or
snowhoard instruction on state-of
the-art equipment., “Skiing ]It'|p\' them
step forwand into regular life,” says
founder and Vail |rin!.|r||:|1n st ]ll.'l:jr!
Jensen, wha this summer expanded
OPErations (o ing fude r;1I'I|||J.;. H_\' rhhmg.
andd campaing. Hunds eils of saldiers have
signed on for the geraways, which

are meant o build contidence, provide

much needed relaxation, and provides [rec airfare, and
help disabled vets get back
into their bodies, The $7.800
price tag (for a vereran and one guest)
is defrayed entirely by donations

And though Continental Airlines often

some local hotels open their
ht"H[ POHHTS, Y Wl can hl.'lp‘
l'll!_'.i.' IIH.' CRPUIICILe L !“\L'I' [£4)] P‘T‘Il. *.'I'.'!\.\
by making a donation at vailveterans

PrOErAm, Com, —EME MORGAN




